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Our priests! They are treasures! Their hands, our saving grace…
Instruments of God! They must never be disgraced…
Inspired by these lyrics to a moving song written years ago by an American singer-songwriter, one US-based music company joined forces with a Catholic Grammy Award winner, the Catholic Marketing Network, and Catholic entities worldwide in response to
Pope Benedict XVI’s call for a “Year of the Priest.”
The song, entitled “Our Priests,” was just waiting, it seemed, to be plucked from the
“demo” shelf and used as a catalyst to honor priests, inspire vocations, and renew the
faithful’s respect and understanding of the priesthood.
“It was the letter written by his Eminence, Cláudio Cardinal Hummes that really moved
us,” said Bridget G. Hylak, a specialist in Catholic translation, who coproduced the
song. “When the Cardinal encouraged ‘the faithful ingenuity of the local churches’
and for ‘each parish and local community to establish… an effective program’ for this Jubilee Year, we felt called to
develop ‘Our Priests’ into a tool that could be used by parishes, youth groups or others to celebrate this year, and to
honor priests and inspire vocations for years to come.”
The Philadelphia-based company, Come Alive Communications,
Inc., decided to invest its resources and manpower into a
“world-class campaign worthy of the priesthood,” according
to the song’s author and lead vocalist, Joseph Lee Hooker.
The moving production, being described as the “Anthem of
the Priesthood,” was officially released via iTunes and
Amazon.com at the launch of the Jubilee Year of the Priest,
last June 19th, 2009. The “Our Priests” music video, which
evolved as a collaborative effort of over 100 Catholic
(arch)dioceses, organizations and individuals worldwide
after its demo showing at the CMN’s “Luncheon for Priests”
August, 2009, is available to view as free streaming video
on the Archdiocese of Boston’s CatholicTV.com.
“When we debúted the rough cut of ‘Our Priests’ last
August, we were overwhelmed with the response. Priests in
particular seemed so moved, so full of gratitude,” states
Hylak, who is also the songwriter’s wife. “At that point, we
Fr. Jean Luc Zadruga, OSB, and laity express gratitude to
knew we had to make the video better, and to represent a
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true ‘mosaic’ of the priesthood. Our goal was to include as
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many orders, rites, countries, ages, colors and duties of
priests as possible, across the spectrum of the Church Universal, and within the confines of 5 minutes! We also made a
point to include all 7 sacraments.”
Though “Our Priests” was originally produced in two languages – English and Spanish – a fervent Catholic parish overseas
requested and obtained permission from Come Alive to translate and produce “Our Priests” in a third language, Maltese,
using the instrumental track provided on the CD. “Their version, sung by their Altar Boy Choir and their pastor, is so moving,” Hylak said. “Everyone is inspired by the devotion that went into their recording. We are hoping that other like-minded
parishes may be inspired by them, so that we can linguistically expand this campaign in the years to come, if it is God’s will.
“This effort to encourage priests is so needed, it’s really just beginning,” Hylak added. “The ’Our Priests’ campaign has
been used in so many creative ways - at retreats, dinners and tributes around the world, by small and large groups alike –
that we are amazed, really, and so humbled.”
An Apostolic Blessing was conferred upon the efforts
and individuals involved in the “Our Priests” project on
February 3rd, 2010 – a bittersweet date for its
authors. “Our firstborn son, Luke John, died of cancer
exactly 13 years ago to this date,” stated the songwriter. “The tears of gratitude we shed on hearing of
the Apostolic Blessing mixed in a beautiful way with
tears of healing over memories of giving our son back
to God. It was as if we had received a kiss from the Lord
and our son in heaven. Our Holy Father truly touched
us beyond words with his blessing, the timing of which
was so divinely inspired.”
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“Our Priests” has been broadcast worldwide, thanks to
further collaboration by organizations such as EWTN,
the USCCB, the Archdioceses of New York and
Philadelphia, SIRIUS radio, and the World Family of
Radio Maria. The “Our Priests” CD also features the
song, “Totally Yours,” a poignant yet delightful musical
tribute to Pope John Paul II, currently being produced
into a music video in anticipation of the Pontiff’s upcoming beatification on April 2nd.
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Honor a priest. Encourage a priest. Thank a priest. Be a priest.

